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1 . □ This communication is responsive to _. 

2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-40 . 

3. [X] The drawings filed on 1 7 October 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/61 7,41 8 Page : 

Art Unit: 1772 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the closest 
prior art is US patent 6,440,544, the instant claims are patentable thereover because 
the patent does not teach or suggest a paperband comprising an elongated covering 
member and an elongated core having a longitudinal axis with a plurality of longitudinal 
creases or an elongated core comprising a plurality of elongate elements disposed non- 
uniformly throughout and adhesively connected together with air spaces througout. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

2. Rodriguez is cited to show the state of the art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Thomas whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1502. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-4:00 M-THUR. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/617,418 p age 
Art Unit: 1772 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1700. 




